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IV.

Increase of sightings with time is correlated with wolf population growth. However, the proportion of different behaviors remains stable. 

II.

III.

Data collected by the OFB's Wolf-Lynx network since 1993 were used to assess the change of wolf behaviour through the time.

VIII. The wolf will mostly avoid interactions, but a threatening or approaching observer will increase the chance of triggering an unpleasant behavior from the wolf. Among all pbservations, only 10 observers perceived a wolf having an "agressive behavior" (0.3% of total observations).

VI.

N

Sites and activity of observers who reported an "agressive" behavior

Can potential habituation favor agressive behaviors ?

Behaviors recorded by the observer Distance and attitude adopted by an observer are conditioning the perception of resulting wolf behavior.

French districts (Alps and pre-Alps)

  minimal distance influences the observer's feeling of danger or safeness, and so its perception of the wolf behavior. The risk of an unpleasant-perceived behavior slightly increases with shorter distance Clustered wolf behaviors : Avoidance : normal withdraw and high avoidance Neutral : passive, indifferent, not determined Unpleasant : agressive, approaching, curious Wolf-human interactions: behavioral responses of wolves in human encountersJ . A g z i o u , S . B a u d u i n , C . D u c h a m p , N . D r o u e t -H o g u e t , N . J e a nIncreasing proximity between human settlements and wolves.

Attitude of the observer during the encounter with a wolf NEUTRAL UNPLEASANT AVOIDANCE
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I.

The population of wolves is growing since its return in France in 1992. The population was estimated to 900 individuals (750-990) in winter 2021/2022.
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